PENNSBURY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
SEPTEMBER 17, 2012  
Chairman Bob Crandell called the meeting to order at 1 p.m.  Present:  Bob Crandell, Dennis Smith, Jim Ware, Troy Brady, Margo Leach, Chip Horne, Lynn Luft and Kathleen Howley.  The minutes of 9/11/12 were approved as submitted.

Solar Energy Ordinance Draft #3 – John Snook

John Snook was present to review the most recent draft of the solar energy ordinance.  The following was noted:

1. Members agreed that the purpose section is acceptable but the rest of the draft, in parts, might be too restrictive.   30% of residents could not get approval for solar energy as it is written now.    Discussion followed as to how restrictive should the township be and still try to promote solar energy.  

2. One of the main issues is aesthetics.  How do we encourage solar energy and not have it aesthetically abrasive.  Some members believe regulating aesthetics is a slippery slope.  

3. Offer mitigating points for the CU process

4. Consider “by right” criteria for less than 1 acre

5. Solar arrays should not go over septic fields.  They are structures, therefore, they would not be allowed.
6. A majority agreed that if a resident can have a roof mounted array “by right”, there would be no acreage restrictions.

7. Page 5, 12(c) – eliminate “by more than one foot”.  12(d) eliminate “i”  #13 – ground –mounted systems would be CU only.  13(b) move “i-iv” to 13 (c) if appropriate.  

It was agreed that John Snook will go back and revise the draft according to member comments and resubmit for review at the next meeting scheduled for 9/25/12.    It was also agreed that this proposed ordinance should be folded into the current new “draft” of the zoning ordinance and be a stand alone.  A proposed amendment to the MU ordinance will also be on the agenda for 9/25.  With no further business the meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:

Kathleen Howley

Recording Secretary
